OPEN SPACE
Why do we need to define it?

Because the District has identified open space conservation as one of the ten
multibenefits that could be realized through integrated floodplain management. We
received feedback at one of the Partner Planning Committee meetings that there are
different definitions, so the District should be clear.

How is the term used in the current draft of the multibenefit goals and indicators?

Multibenefit: Open Space Conservation

Goals Potential Indicators for Consideration

Retain or increase open space to = Acres of land acquired by the District to preserve flood
protect or restore floodplains. storage that may provide open space multibenefits.

= Acres of land riverward of levees available for open

space.

Reduce flood risk to open space = Percent or linear foot completion of improvements to

areas.® existing facilities needed to reduce the risk of flooding at
18,800 cfs.

* In the process of defining open space, we’ve added another goal and indicator.

How are we proposing to define open space?

Open spaces are land areas designated as open space by the local land use authority or
land where development such as buildings, filling, or other encroachments that would
obstruct flood waters are not allowed.

Why is land that does not obstruct flood waters important?

These lands mitigate flood risk by allowing floodplains to absorb and convey flood waters
naturally.
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