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FLOODPLAIN CONNECTIVITY BENEFITTING SALMON 

Why do we need to define it?  

Because the District has used this term in a draft indicator measuring how the District 
could realize the Salmon Recovery and Habitat Restoration Multibenefit as part of flood 
risk reduction projects and actions. We received feedback at one of the Partner Planning 
Committee meetings that there are diSerent definitions, so the District should be clear. 

How is the term used in the current draft of the multibenefit goals and indicators? 

Salmon Recovery and Habitat Restoration 

Goals Potential Indicators for Consideration 

Protect and restore riparian and 
in-stream habitats as part of 
flood risk reduction projects and 
actions.  

 Acres of increased floodplain connectivity benefitting 
salmon*. 

 Acres of floodplain wetlands created. 

 Percentage of functioning riparian zone in Lower Green 
River corridor. 

 Acres of created backwater and side channel habitat.  

 Amount (total pieces) of large woody material per mile. 

 Amount (linear feet) of reduction in shoreline bank armor. 

 Amount of grant funding provided for habitat restoration 
projects. 

* In the process of developing the definition, we’ve added language to make the term more specific.  

 

How are we proposing to define floodplain connectivity benefitting salmon? 

Floodplain connectivity benefitting salmon is defined as habitat intentionally created by 
allowing land to flood during peak winter flows in the Green River (i.e., 9,200 cfs to 12,000 
cfs as measured at the Auburn gage).  

Why are peak winter flows important to salmon? 

Peak winter flows are crucial for salmonid survival as they provide habitat supporting their 
life cycle. Without this habitat, high flows can displace juvenile salmonids to areas 
unsuitable for survival. 


