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Lower Green River Flood Hazard Management Plan
Partner Planning Committee Meeting Summary
July 10, 2025 | 2-4 p.m.

Attendees

Ash Gould (King County DNRP), Calvin Rogers (Lund Faucett), Cynthia Dampier
(Community Navigator), Dan Brubaker (King County WLRD), Ellen Pepin-Cato (Lund
Faucett), Emma Maceda (Community Navigator), Heidi Watters (City of Tukwila), Jen
Tetatzin (City of Tukwila), Jenifer Young (Parametrix), Jenny Bailey (Parametrix), Kris
Faucett (Lund Faucett), Kyle Woods (City of Kent Parks), Kjristine Lund (Lund Consulting),
Linda Li (Community Navigator), Matt Goehring (WRIA 9), Matthew Austin (City of
Tukwila), Max Baker (City of Tukwila), Michelle Clark (King County Flood Control
District), Mike Mactutis (City of Kent), Patty Robinson (King County DNRP), Ron Straka
(City of Renton Public Works), Ryley Fee (Green River Property Owner / Puget Sound
Partnership), Sherry Edquid (City of Tukwila), Steven Schauer (King County Flood Control
District), Tyler Pichette (Pacific Public Affairs), Councilmember Valerie O’Halloran (City of
Renton), Vicky Navarro (Community Navigator)

Agenda

e Introductions (Kris Faucett, Facilitator)
e Welcome and Background (Michelle Clark, King County Flood Control District
Executive Director)
e Recap of June 18 Meeting (Jenny Bailey, Consultant Project Manager)
e Multibenefit Goals and Indicators
o OVERVIEW (Jenny Bailey, Consultant Project Manager)
o DISCUSSION (Partner Planning Committee)
e Wrap up and Next Steps

Overview

e The July 10 meeting of the Partner Planning Committee (PPC) continued the
collaborative process to inform the Lower Green River Flood Hazard
Management Plan.

¢ Following agenda review/logistics, Michelle Clark, Executive Director of the King
County Flood Control District, welcomed attendees and reiterated the District’s
core mission of flood risk reduction, with multibenefits achieved when possible.



Jenny Bailey, Consultant Project Manager, provided a high-level recap of the
June 18 PPC meeting and shared feedback from PPC members on draft
multibenefit goals and indicators. Members offered additional comments to
refine these concepts.

The group then reviewed and discussed the remaining draft goals and indicators.
The next PPC meeting is September 17, 2025.

What We Heard

General feedback on goals & indicators:

Consider shifting from linear feet of improvement to watershed-level or impact-
based indicators (e.g., percent of watershed protected).

Indicators should reflect “infrastructures’ role and importance” within the
overall flood system.

There is overlap (in terms of goals) across multibenefits.

Continued discussion of previous multibenefits:

For jobs and resilient livelihoods, consider tracking percent of watershed
protected rather than just linear feet of levee improvements to better reflect
economic impact. Recognize that job creation and regional income generation
are both important and distinct factors.

For open space, better define the term and explore tracking acres added
between the levee and river as a potential indicator. Ensure indicators reflect
possible trade-offs where some levee setbacks reduce active park space while
improving habitat.

For recreation, consider design approaches that reduce conflicts with habitat
goals. Avoid assuming trails must be located riverward of levees. Evaluate
whether trail placement or design might preclude other multibenefits,
particularly related to habitat restoration.

For salmon recovery, align indicators with existing salmon habitat plans and
explore using planted acres or slope angle as measurable metrics. Clarify
definitions for terms such as “functioning riparian” and “floodplain connectivity.”



Environmental Justice multibenefit:
e Reframe “avoided displacement” as “avoided flood displacement” to clarify the
intent of the indicator.
e Apply an environmental justice lens across all multibenefit areas, including
recreation and tree canopy.

Equity and Social Justice multibenefit:
e Consider how indicators can account for the needs of historically disadvantaged
communities.
e Link shoreline access and water restoration to equitable outcomes.

Sustainable and Clean Water multibenefit:
e Use clearer terminology such as “water purity” in place of “chemistry.”
e Coordinate with County programs like stormwater parks and tree-planting
partnerships to enhance water quality outcomes.

Resilient Communities and Ecosystems multibenefit:
e Track emergency preparedness activities led by local jurisdictions as potential
indicators.
e Consider how to address unhoused populations living on levees during flood
events.

Productive and Viable Agriculture multibenefit:
e Explore applying “avoided displacement” as an indicator for farms.
e Consider opportunities for agricultural education and interpretation that
highlight valley farming and history.
e Consider community-based agriculture (e.g., pea patches) as a complementary
use alongside traditional farmland.
e Clarify that not all project impacts to agricultural land are necessarily negative.

Sustainable Development multibenefit:
e Clarify that land acquisition in flood-prone areas directly prevents development.
e Better define “flood-prone areas” and reference regulatory floodways and
floodplains in the indicator language.
e Prioritize protection of critical infrastructure as part of sustainable development
goals.



