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Why Do We Care about Floodplains?

Lower Green River, 2009Lower Snoqualmie River, 2009
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A Brief History of River Engineering….
• 1899:  Landsburg Diversion – Cedar River

• 1906:  White River Diverted 
(permanently in 1912)

• 1912:  Cedar River Diverted to Lake 
Washington 

• 1913:  Tacoma Public Utilities 
Headworks – Green R.

• 1914:  Cedar River Masonry Dam

• 1948:  Mud Mountain Dam – White 
River

• 1962:  Howard Hanson Dam – Green 
River 

• 1964:  South Fork Tolt River Dam

• 1966:  Sammamish River Channelization

• 1930s-1970s:  500 levees & revetments 
constructed

• 1993 and 2006 Flood Plans:  New 
approach working with nature
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Lower Green River, 2009

City of Snoqualmie, 2009

What’s at Risk in 

Floodplains?
•32,000 Floodplain Residents

•65,000 jobs

•$3.7 Billion in total income

•30% of aerospace jobs

•20% of manufacturing / wholesale trade 

jobs

•Critical public Infrastructure

•ESA-Listed Salmon Species

•Tribal Treaty Rights
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Photo caption

Photo caption

Reducing Risk: Right Strategy in the Right Place
Natural Industrial

Residential
Agricultural



6

How do we reduce risk in floodplains?

Source: FEMA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 2013
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How a Floodplain Management Program Comes To Be:

• Inspections – facilities 
and properties.

• Effectiveness Monitoring

• FEMA Community 
Assistance Visit

• CRS Certification and 
Verification

• Policy Development

• Mid-Year Budget

• Repairs

• Risk analyses

• Update flood phases

• Maintenance 
actions

• Capital construction

• Acquisitions and Elevations

• Studies

• Floodplain Management 
(NFIP and CRS)

• Flood Preparedness 
Outreach and FWC/Patrol

• Maintenance

• FHMP “Comp Plan” 
and policies

• CIS “Neighborhood 
Capital Plan”

• 6-yr CIP

• Annual Work 
Program

• Capital Project 
Planning

Plan Do

CheckAdjust
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• How do past decisions influence our future?

• Legacy of disconnected floodplains

• Who do we with talk and engage with to 

understand problems and identify solutions?

• How are projects added to the work program?

• Engagement and awareness of risk reduction 

options

• Home elevation program

• Home buyout program

Equity and Social Justice 

Preview


