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STAFF REPORT 

 

July 8, 2020 

FCD Resolution No 2019-10: A 
Resolution relating to the operations 
and finances of the King County Flood 
Control District; authorizing the 
expenditure of District funds for the 
projects and activities in Water 
Resource Inventory Areas 7 
(Snoqualmie Watershed portion), 8, 9 
and 10 (King County portion). 

Materials: 
1. FCD Resolution 
2020-15 
2. Letters from 
WRIAs 7, 8, 9, and 
10 

 
 
The Water Resource Inventory Areas ("WRIA") grant program is in its eight 
year. After the adoption of FCD Resolution 2020-05 that doubled the 2020 
funding for WRIAs grant program, the Flood Control District provided 
$9,855,425 in funding for projects and activities in WRIA 7 (Snoqualmie 
Watershed portion), 8, 9, and 10 (King County portion).  
 
The WRIA staff and committee members reviewed the projects for eligibility 
and visited project sites for a technical review. Each WRIA submitted its 
proposal for projects to receive funding of water quality and water resources 
and habitat restoration projects and activities as follows: 
 

1. WRIA 7 (Snoqualmie Watershed portion): $1,983,776; 
2. WRIA 8: $3,746,793; 
3. WRIA 9: $3,629,073; and 
4. WRIA 10 (King County portion): $495,783. 

 
 



 

 
 
June 1, 2020 
 
Councilmember Dave Upthegrove, Chair  
King County Flood Control District  
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104  
 
RE: Snoqualmie Watershed Forum Funding Recommendations for 2020 Cooperative 
Watershed Management Grants 
 
Dear Chair Upthegrove, 
 
On behalf of the Snoqualmie Watershed Forum (Forum), I would like to express my gratitude to 
the King County Flood Control District (FCD) for supporting our important regional salmon 
recovery work. The Forum is a partnership of elected officials, citizens and representatives from 
conservation organizations supporting salmon recovery and ecological health in the Snoqualmie 
and South Fork Skykomish Watersheds (spanning the King County portion of Water Resource 
Inventory Area 7).  Member governments include King County, the Snoqualmie Tribe, Tulalip 
Tribes, the cities of Duvall, Carnation, North Bend and Snoqualmie, and the Town of Skykomish.  
 
I would like to present the attached Forum funding recommendations for the 2020 Cooperative 
Watershed Management (CWM) Grant Program funded through the FCD. The projects and 
programs on the list have been vetted according to King County’s CWM Grant Program rules 
and procedures. The recommended projects and programs have also been thoroughly reviewed 
and prioritized by our local Project Review Committee and approved by the Forum on May 20, 
2020.   
 
Through the 2020 CWM Grant Program, the Forum received $1,983,776 to allocate to high-
priority salmon recovery projects and programs. In this grant round, we received 22 proposals 
for a total request of over $2.5 million, resulting in an approximately $524,775 funding shortfall. 
 
Of the 22 proposals received, we recommend funding for 21 of the proposals. These grant funds 
help implement critical salmon recovery priorities called for in the Snohomish River Basin 
Salmon Conservation Plan, including habitat restoration projects, watershed education and 
sustaining critical capital project coordination activities. Many of our high priority salmon 
restoration projects also provide multiple benefits, including flood hazard risk reduction, water 
quality improvements and landowner stewardship. 
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As you know, our efforts in WRIA 7 are part of the overall regional effort to recover 
threatened Puget Sound Chinook salmon as well as other salmonids, and we have been 
engaged with our partners in that effort for over 20 years. These CWM funds are a crucial 
component of our habitat acquisition and restoration funding that allows us to move 
important salmon recovery projects forward. If you have any questions, please contact 
Cory Zyla, Snoqualmie Watershed Forum Project Coordinator, at (206) 263-8353. 
 
Sincerely, 
            
 
 
 
 
 
Cindy Spiry - Forum Chair    Henry Sladek – Forum Vice-Chair 
Snoqualmie Tribe ENR      Town of Skykomish Councilmember 
 
 
Cc: Michelle Clark, Executive Director, King County Flood Control District 

Josh Baldi, Director, King County Water and Land Resources Division  

Kim Harper, King County, Grant Program Administrator  

Elissa Ostergaard, Snoqualmie Watershed Salmon Recovery Manager 

 



 

May 29, 2020 
 
 
Supervisor Dave Upthegrove, Chair  
King County Flood Control District  
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104  
 
 
RE:  WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council Funding Recommendations for 2020 Cooperative 

Watershed Management Grants 
 
 
Dear Chair Upthegrove: 
 
On behalf of the Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8) Salmon 
Recovery Council, thank you to the King County Flood Control District for supporting 
important salmon recovery work through the Cooperative Watershed Management 
(CWM) Grant Program. The WRIA 8 partnership is comprised of 28 local governments, 
businesses, community groups, concerned citizens, and state and federal agencies who 
have been working since 2000 to recover Chinook salmon and improve the health of our 
watershed.  
 
Please find attached the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council’s approved funding 
recommendations for the 2020 CWM Grant Program. The 22 recommended projects 
and programs are consistent with CWM program rules and procedures, were evaluated 
and prioritized by the WRIA 8 Project Subcommittee, and were approved by the WRIA 8 
Salmon Recovery Council on May 21.  
 
We are tremendously thankful for the Flood Control District’s decision to increase 
funding for the CWM program. The additional resources will result in a much-needed 
boost to our ability to implement high priority salmon recovery actions called for in the 
WRIA 8 Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan. We offer recommendations that obligate 
the entire balance available to us in 2020, which totals $3,746,793. Several of our high 
priority salmon habitat projects also provide other benefits, including reduced flood 
risk and improved water quality. 
 
All documents associated with the request for proposals, the proposal submittals, the 
review process, and the funding recommendations are available upon request. Please 
feel free to contact Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, the WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager, at 
206-477-4780 or jason.mulvihill-kuntz@kingcounty.gov for further information. 
 
Sincerely, 

           
John Stokes       
Chair, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council          
Councilmember, City of Bellevue 

mailto:jason.mulvihill-kuntz@kingcounty.gov
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Cc: Michelle Clark, Executive Director, King County Flood Control District  
Megan Smith, Deputy Director, King County Water and Land Resources Division, Department of 

Natural Resources and Parks  
Kim Harper, King County, Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Program Administrator  
Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Manager 
Jason Wilkinson, WRIA 8 Projects and Funding Coordinator 
WRIA 8 Salmon Recovery Council members 

 



 

 
 

W A T E R  RE S O U R C E I N V E N T O R Y A R E A  9 (W R I A 9 ) W A T E R S H E D E C O S Y S T E M F O R U M 
 

Financial support provided by signers of Watershed Planning Interlocal Agreement for WRIA 9 including: 
Algona, Auburn, Black Diamond, Burien, Covington, Des Moines, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Kent, King County, 
Maple Valley, Normandy Park, Renton, SeaTac, Seattle, Tacoma, Tukwila 
 

Algona 
Auburn* 
Black Diamond 
Burien 
Covington* 
Des Moines 
Enumclaw 
Federal Way* 
Kent* 
King County* 
Maple Valley 
Normandy Park 
Renton 
SeaTac 
Seattle* 
Tacoma 
Tukwila 
 
 
American Rivers 
The Boeing Company 
Covington Water District  
Green/Duwamish 
Watershed All iance 
King Conservation District 
King County Flood Control 
District 
Master Builders Association 
Mid-Sound Fisheries 
Enhancement Group 
Port of Seattle 
Save Habitat and Diversity 
of Wetlands (SHADOW) 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 
Green-Duwamish Urban 
Waters Partnership 
Washington Department 
of Ecology 
Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildli fe 
Washington Department 
of Natural Resources 
 
 
 
 

*Management Committee 

May 26, 2020 
 
 
Supervisor Dave Upthegrove, Chair   
King County Flood Control District  
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200  
Seattle, WA  98104  
 
RE:  Water Resource Inventory Area 9 Forum of Local Governments Funding 
Recommendations for Cooperative Watershed Management Grants 
  
Dear Chair, Upthegrove and Flood Control District Board members,  
 
The Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound (WRIA 9) Watershed Ecosystem Forum 
(WEF) unanimously approved the presented list of funding recommendations for the 
2019 Cooperative Watershed Management Grant (CWM) Program at its May 14, 2020 
meeting.  The projects implement priority elements of the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan 
and meet the highest level of technical rigor.  
 
The WRIA 9 allocation of $3,629,073 from the Flood Control District provides critical 
funding for eight high priority capital projects including Lones Levee Setback (King 
County), Downey Farmstead Restoration (City of Kent), Flaming Geyser State Park 
Cultural Resources and Revegetation (King County), and Gilliam Creek Culvert Removal 
(City of Tukwila). These capital projects will reconnect the Green River with the historic 
floodplain, create nearshore refuge and freshwater rearing habitat for Chinook and 
other salmonids, enhance riparian vegetation, increase the ability to pass in small 
streams, and increase prey availability for Southern Resident orca. 
 
In addition to eight high priority capital projects, CWM funding will support fourteen 
community-based revegetation projects, education and stewardship programs, 
monitoring and research initiatives that support effective and strategic implementation 
of the Habitat Plan.  
 
The CWM Program will leverage over $9.7 million in funding from federal, state and 
local sources to implement the WRIA 9 projects and programs.  In addition to being 
consistent with WRIA 9 salmon recovery priorities, the projects and programs proposed 
for CWM funding are consistent with regional Habitat Strategic Initiatives of the Puget 
Sound Action Agenda.  
 
The WRIA 9 WEF greatly appreciates district support of high priority salmon recovery 
projects and programs. Increased funding has allowed our partners to amplify and 
accelerate their work on behalf of ecosystem restoration and salmon recovery. With 
your vote of support, we have completed the funding package for one major project, 
Lones Levee Setback, which can now go to construction in 2021. These projects not 
only restore the highest priority habitats in the Green River system but create new and 
sustained jobs and generate roughly $2.5 million for every $1 million invested. 



Chair, Dave Upthegrove 
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We look forward to presenting these projects to the Board. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out with any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Nancy Tosta    Lisa Herbold 
Co-Chair     Co-Chair 

       Councilmember, City of Burien  Councilmember, City of Seattle 
       Watershed Ecosystem Forum                     Watershed Ecosystem Forum 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councilmember Dave Upthegrove, Chair   
King County Flood Control District  
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200  
Seattle, WA 98104  
 
 
RE: Puyallup & Chambers Watersheds Salmon Recovery  Funding Recommendations for the 2020
 King County Cooperative Watershed Management Grants for WRIA 10 
 
 
Dear Chair Upthegrove,  
 
The Puyallup & Chambers Watersheds Salmon Recovery Citizens’ Advisory Committee and Technical 
Advisory Group would like to thank you for your ongoing support for restoration, education and 
monitoring in the Puyallup-White River Watershed through the King County Cooperative Watershed 
Management Grant (CWM) Program. We are very excited that the allocation for WRIA 10 has more than 
doubled for the 2020 funding cycle. 
 
We are pleased to announce that we have approved funding recommendations for the 2020 CWM 
Grant Round.  The projects and programs on the list have been vetted according to King County’s CWM 
Program rules and procedures. The recommended projects were evaluated and prioritized by our 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee and our Technical Advisory Group.  Project ranking follows criteria in the 
Puyallup & Chambers Salmon Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy, which includes benefit to 
salmon, certainty of success, fit to strategy, and social, economic and multi-benefit criteria.  
 
Through the 2020 CWM Program, the Puyallup Watershed (WRIA 10) has been asked to recommend the 
allocation of $495,783, to fund high priority salmon recovery projects and programs. We received three 
proposals requesting a combined $562,067, exceeding our available funds by $66,284.   
 
These grant funds help implement some of the highest priority salmon recovery actions called for in the 
Salmon Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy, and this year we are again supporting a proposal 
that will bridge one of our important monitoring gaps – a juvenile outmigration study on the White River 
proposed by the Puyallup Tribe of Indians.  We recommend fully granting the project sponsors  
 



 
requested allocation of $202,067.   This juvenile outmigration data is important to the watershed and 
the region, and there are not many funding sources available for monitoring projects.  
 
The second-ranked project has been long awaited by our Lead Entity committee members.  We are 
happy to recommend that the City of Enumclaw receive the full $210,000 requested for the Boise Creek 
Restoration project at the City of Enumclaw Golf Course property. The project proponents have 30% 
design in hand and will continue to design and permit a project to relocate the channel of Boise Creek to 
improve the habitat for salmon while reducing water temperatures, and Chappel Creek will be 
daylighted as a tributary in the former channel of Boise Creek. 
 
Finally, we recommend that the Middle Boise Creek Restoration project on the Bickford property receive 
the balance of the funding, which is $83,716.  The funding will be used to prepare preliminary (30%) 
design as part of the process to design, permit, and construct a future habitat restoration project along 
Boise Creek.  We agree that the aggradation issues that have recently impacted the VanWieringen 
project on Boise Creek can be examined and should help inform this project and other future restoration 
projects on Boise Creek.   
 

Project  Sponsor  Requested 
Funding  

Recommended 
Funding  

White River Juvenile Assessment  Puyallup Tribe of Indians  $202,067 $202,067 
Boise Creek Restoration (golf 
course)  

City of Enumclaw  $210,000 $210,000 

Boise Creek Restoration-
Bickford Property  

King County $150,000 $83,716 

 
These 2020 CWM funds help further The Puyallup and Chambers Watersheds Salmon Recovery Lead 
Entity’s efforts to support the recovery of self-sustaining salmon populations in Puget Sound by 
supporting projects and programs in the White River and its tributaries. Rivers and streams in the 
Puyallup Watershed support threatened Chinook, steelhead and bull trout as well as critical but non-ESA 
listed species, and provide many opportunities for restoration, protection, and outreach. In addition, the 
White River and its tributaries support the only run of Spring Chinook in South Puget Sound.  According 
to the National Marine Fisheries Service, White River Spring Chinook are one of only five hatchery stocks 
that are considered essential to the recovery of Puget Sound Chinook salmon, making recovery efforts in 
this watershed of paramount importance.  
 
We sincerely appreciate the King County Flood Control District’s support of high priority salmon recovery projects 
and programs.  Furthermore, we were elated to receive these three strong applications for high priority actions. 
We believe each of them will make a tremendous contribution to our shared goal of salmon recovery. 

 

 

 

 



 All background documents related to the development of the project list, proposals, review process, and funding 
recommendations are available upon request. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Russ Ladley  
Citizen Advisory Committee Chair 
Puyallup & Chambers Watersheds  
Salmon Recovery Lead Entity  
 
c:  Michelle Clark, Executive Director, King County Flood Control District 
 Josh Baldi, King County Water and Land Resources Division  
 Kim Harper, King County, Cooperative Watershed Management Grant Program Administrator  
 Lisa Spurrier, Pierce County, Puyallup & Chambers Watersheds Salmon Recovery Lead Entity 
 Coordinator 
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